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Faculty Senate will decide fate of new SGA Constitution 


Michelle Miilhollon 

Almagest 

The Faculty Senate president 
decided last week, after talking with 
concerned students and faculty, that 
the Senate will vote Nov, 24 on 
whether or not to uphold the Stu¬ 
dent Affairs Committee's approval 
of the Student Government Associa¬ 
tion constitution. 

The Commiuee voted Nov. 9 in 
favor of approving the constitution. 
Among those voting affirmatively 
were SGA president, Joel Morgan, 
and SGA Senate Pro Tempore, Dale 
Kaiser. Two of the six commiuee 
members present abstained from 
voting. 

The constitution was drawn up 
approximately two years ago by 
Kaiser, but the SGA Senate haggled 
over it for a year before a majority 
voted in favor of it Among Lhose 
who were opposed to it at the time 
was current SGA President Morgan 
who was then a senator. 

The document was ratified by the 
student body of Dec. 3, 1991, but 
questions were raised about the 
ethics and legality of the SGA's vot¬ 
ing procedures. The students issuing 
the complaints eventually dropped 
the matter, and all that was left was 
for Morgan to submit the constitu¬ 


tion to the Student Affairs Commit¬ 
tee for approval. After almost a year 
of haggling over this rule, he finally 
did so and the constitution was 
approved. 

Morgan was angered by Faculty 
Senate President Norman Dolch's 
decision. 

"We've got to draw a line," Mor¬ 
gan said. "We've got to make this a 
student issue," 

Morgan said the students who 
were opposed to the constitution 
should have forced a recall petition 
instead of taking the matter before 
Dolch. 

Dolch said that since the Student 
Affairs Commiuee is a committee 
of the Faculty Senate, it (senate) has 
the authority to rule on the commit¬ 
tee's decisions. Since there has been 
opposition to the constitution, he 
decided the issue needed further 
examination. 

The new constitution is vastly 
different from the old document 
There are many changes in it but 
the one that has created the most 
fury and controversy is the fiscal 
policy. 

If the new constitution is passed, 
the SGA will be regulator of the 
approximately $400,000 student 
activities fund. That means that all 
student organizations funded by this 


fund will have to submit a collabo¬ 
rated budget to the SGA Senate for 
approval. If their budget is turned 
down then the Senate will write a 
new budget up and submit it to the 
oiganizaiions as an example of what 
it wants. 

Those organizations funded by 
student activities money are: Stu¬ 
dent Activities Board, Almagest, 
Spectra, Debate Team, Student 
Organizations Council, and Intra- 
murals. 

Spectra Co-editor Kathleen 
Smith is not in favor of the new 
constitution. 

"1 think having students take 
charge of things is wonderful, but! 
think these student organizations 
(SGA) can be petty," Smith said. n lf 
they're going to do this (new fiscal 
policy), there ought to be some 
checks and balances." 

Debate Team co-captain. Trey 
Gibson, said they are concerned 
about the fiscal policy and will be at 
the Faculty Senate meeting "in full 
force." 

"Ideally it (policy) might be nice, 
but practically it won't work," Gib¬ 
son said. "If it (constitution) passes, 
first off the debate team might be 
history and that's a worst case sce¬ 
nario. I think, also* the SGA con¬ 
trolling the budget would result in 


the SGA pulling the purse strings 
and not knowing how these organi¬ 
zations work." 

Gibson further said he has con¬ 
cern about whether there is a repre¬ 
sentation of all students in the SGA 
Senate. 

"The way the representation in 
SGA is right now, it would not rep¬ 
resent students, but it would repre¬ 
sent Joe! Morgan," he said 

Kevin Hammond, captain of the 
debate team, was involved in the 
SGA when the constitution was first 
going through. 

"I think it (constitution) had a 
good goal.,. but the SGA is not the 
students and that’s the problem," 
Hammond said "As it is now there 
are no elected senators serving," 

Kurt Rensink, assistant director 
of student activities, said he, as a 
professional* is opposed to the con¬ 
stitution, 

"I think that as a student I'd be 
for it, but I don't think it's as clearly 
thought out as it could have been*" 
he sai d 

Rensink said the late April dead¬ 
line the SGA has set for the submi- 
sion of the budget to the senate is 
not practical and the oiganizations 
will now have to garner both the 
senate's approval and that of Dr. 
Gloria Raines, assistant director of 


student affairs. Currently, the orga¬ 
nizations sit down with Raines and 
draw up the budget together in a 
series of meetings. 

Til have to now satisfy two 
groups of people,.. it's like having 
two bosses," Rensink said, 

Rensink also said he doesn't see a 
problem with the current Fiscal poli¬ 
cy. 

1 don't see any problem with iC 
he said. "I think it's fair, I think the 
students are being fairly represented 
in the system the way it Is now." 

Rensink regulates student activi¬ 
ties and intramurals under his job 
description. He said both organiza¬ 
tions will express their opposition to 
the constitution at the meeting. 

SAB president, Allison DeFatta, 
said she would take a vote on Mon¬ 
day to determine the organization's 
stand on the constitution, 

SOC president, Lk Mayor, could 
not be reached for comment. 

The meeting will be held in the 
University Center at 1:30 p.m, in 
the Louisiana Room. The meeting is 
open for students to observe. Each 
student organization will be given 
two to three minutes to make a 
statement about the constitution. 
After hearing all the arguments, the 

M See Constitution, p , 4 


Deferring payment will 
cost students $20 fee 


Michelle Miilhollon 
Almagest 

There will be a $20 charge next 
semester for deferring fees, but pay¬ 
ment of the deferred tuition will be 
ipread into a period of four dead- 
ines instead of three. 

Dr. W. Lyle Cook, acting vice- 
chancellor for business affairs, said 
he university has had a problem 
iollecimg deferred fees from stu- 
iems who drop too far into the 
semester for the cost of tuition to be 
hopped. 

"It's like borrowing from a bank, 
ml you're really borrowing money 
rom LSUS," he said. 


Cook said the school had 
$40,000 in bad debts last semester 
as a result of unpaid deferment fees. 
The names of students who owed 
money were turned over to a collec¬ 
tion agency, but Cook said he dis¬ 
likes doing that. He hopes that the 
$20 charge per student will prevent 
the university from being forced to 
take such severe measures. 

As a result of the sharp increase 
in tuition next semester, the pay¬ 
ment period will be spread over four 
deadlines. Those deadlines will be: 
Feb. I, March 1, April l, and May 
1. Cook said he hopes this will help 
"take the edge off the tuiti 
increase." 
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■ 'timers of the baseball team participated in the tug-o-war during PRSSA’s " Great American Smokeout" 
• -rites. 
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News 


Debate Team gains recognition at Winter Warm-up Tournament 


Cindy Rowe 
Almagest 

LSUS* debate team came home 
from the Winter Warm-up tourna¬ 
ment at Southern University in 
Baton Rouge with three trophies, 
gaining recognition and respect, 
from other schools, said Mary Jarz- 
abek, coach of the team. 

"The whole student body can 
look to their L5US debate represen¬ 
tatives and be proud of the job 
they've done," Jaizabek said. 

At the tournament Nov. 13-15, 
the team of Kevin Hammond and 
Toney Miller took first place in the 
novice divsion debate, beating 
McNeese in the elimination round 

Hammond, captain of the team, 
placed fifth out of 34 in overall 

speaker. Trey Gibson, co-captain, 
placed second in Lincoln-Douglas 
debating, the single-man division* 

"It was a big win," Hammond 
said. It proves our win at Sam 
Houston University wasn't just luck, 
he said. The team ranked seventh 
out of 22 teams at Sam Houston and 
came home with three trophies. 


The topic of the debates this 
semester is whether or not "the wel¬ 
fare system exacerbates the prob¬ 
lems of the urban poor in the United 
Star*" 


Their last debate this semester 
will be Dec. 4-5 at Louisiana Tech. 
By mid-December the topic for the 
spring semester debates will be 
announced and the team will begin 
research over the holidays. They 
hope to participate in four tourna¬ 
ments next semester, with one being 
a national tournament. 

The debate team is funded 
through student activities fee. Jarz- 
abek said the LSUS team has a bud¬ 
get of $9,600 a year, while other 

schools gel $20,000 to $30,000 a 
semester to compete, and scholar¬ 
ships to lure future debaters. 

The debate team is planning 
fundraisers for next semester. They 

will have evening debate rounds to 
give students a chance to see them 
in action. The money they charge to 
attend the debates will supplement 
their budget 



Members of the Debate Team pose with their trophies, (Front row L to R) Jeff Cheney, KevhrHammond! 
Trey Gibson. (Back row L to R) Gideon Lincecum, Jeff Harrell, Toney Miller* Coach Mary Jarzabek. 


Parking committee votes to raise fines 



Michelle Millhollon 

Almagest 

Planning on parking illegally in a 
handicapped or faculty space next 
semester? Then plan on forking 
over a lot more money in fines. 

The Parking Committee voted in 
September in favor of raising the 
fine for parking in a handicapped 
space from $20 to $50; all other 


fines will be raised from $5 to $20. 

Dr. W. Lyle Cook, acting vice- 
chancellor for business affairs, said 
that in the past many students have 
neglected to buy a parking sticker, 
because they fell the risk was mini¬ 
mal that they'd collect the sticker's 
$20 cost in fines. 

"We're hoping this (fine increase) 
will encourage students to register 
their cars," he said. 


The license plate numbers of cars 
without stickers arc taken down and 
run through a computer Those cars 
found to be belonging to students 
are watched by security and the stu¬ 
dents are eventually fined. Now that 
fine will be the same price as the 
parking sticker. 

Cook said the extra money will 
be used in the parking lots for 
repainting, improving signs and 
employing more people to patrol. 


A 1 * A t 

Alumni Association offering 
England, Swiss Alps 

Vr A 






As the holidays draw near, the ALMAGEST would like to caution 
everyone to remain alert and be aware of your surroundings. 

Usually, at this time of year there are increased reports of thefts 
and crimes. Don't leave purses, books, or other personal items unat¬ 
tended. If you attend night classes, we urge you to have at least one 
other person walk you to your car. 

If we can take these small, necessary precautions we can each 
have a safer, happier holiday. 


& 




m 


nice things" include air 
Retired professor Marilyo fare, three-star hotel accommo- 
Gibson has spent the Christmas dations for seven nights, break- 
holidays in London every year fast and dinner daily, two theatre 
since 197 L This year she is tak- tickets, shopping and sightseeing 
iitg a group of LSUS alumni and tours of London, and excursions 
friends with her. The group of 25 =10 Windsor, Salisbury and Bath, 
departs Shreveport on Dec. 27 

and returns on Jan. 3. ||| ; . Phyllis Graham, director of 

the alumni association, said that 
Gibson, who taught at LSUS the alumni-assoctation-spon- 
for 21 years, has visited England sored trip is one means of get- 
each of the past 32 years. She ting public involvement in the 
studied three years at the Uni- alumni group. "Most alumni 
versity of London and six sum- offices offer trips to their alumni 
roers at Oxford. She said that (he and the public at large," Graham 
English, unlike Americans, ceie- said, "Our price ($1,252 for the 
brate the traditional 12 days of London trip) is very reasonable, 
Christmas, Dec, 25 through Jan, perhaps more reasonable than 
6. "London will still be celebrat- elsewhere." 
ing and the decorations will still 

be delightful,” she said. Graham said that the London 

trip, the first in several years, is 
Elizabeth Scalf, LSUS class sold oul 
of '89, is excited about the trip. 

She received her passport two The alumni 
weeks ago. Scalf has travelled to also sponsoring a Swiss 
Mexico and Canada, but the tour lead by Gibson during the 
alumni trip will be her first time LSUS spring break. For more 
in Europe. "There were so many information on the spring trip, 
nice things included in the price, call Graham at 797-5202 or Gib- 
I thought this was a good time to son at 221-6449. 
go," she said. 
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News 



Biaftfteti major Laura Richey studies for a geography test in the library. 

Final Examination Schedule 
Fall 1992 


Date 

Monday 
December 7 

Tuesday 
December 8 

Wednesday 
December 9 

Thursday 
December 10 

Friday 
December 11 

Tune: 






8:00 a.m. 

7:00 MWF 

9:10 TT 

9:00 MWF 

7:45 TT 

8:00 MWF 

10:30 am. 

10:00 MWF 

11:15 IT 

12:00 MWF 


11:00 MWF 

1:00 p.m. 

1:00 MWF 

2:05 TT 

2:00 MWF 

12:40 TT 


3:00 p.m. 

4:00 MWF 

3:30 TT 

3:00 MWF 



5:00 p.m. 

4:30 M 

5:30 MW 

4:30 TT 

5:00 TT 

5:30 TH 

4:30 W 

5:00 MW 

5:30 W 



7:00 p.m. 

6:30 M 

6:30 MW 

8:00 MW 

6:30 TU 

6:30 TT 

6:30 MW 

6:30 W 

6:30 TH 

8:00 TT 
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' Committee needs members and 
help planning Homecoming ’93 


A homecoming committee has 
been established by the Student 
Government Association to plan 
Homecoming for 1993. Homecom¬ 
ing will be held on Saturday, Jan¬ 
uary 30,1993. 

This will be the second annual 
Homecoming for LSUS and will 
feature a first for our campus; both a 
King and a Queen will be nominat¬ 
ed and elected by the students. The 
Homecoming Committee will be 
accepting nominations for King and 
Queen from now until 4:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, January 21, 1993. Nomi¬ 
nation forms may be found in the 
Library, the Department of Student 
Activities, the Student Government 
Association’s office, the office of 
Student Affairs, and in the Dean's 
office of each college. Eighteen can¬ 
didates will be selected from the 


nominations, 9 each for King and 
Queen. 

Many activities are being sched¬ 
uled for Homecoming Week, A pep 
rally will be held during the com¬ 
mon hour on the Thursday before 
the game. The Student Activities 
Board is also planning a dance fol¬ 
lowing the game on January 30. 

The Homecoming Committee 
will be meeting each Monday 
evening at 6:00 p.m. in the Pilot’s 
Room of the University Center, 
Anyone interested in working on the 
Homecoming Committee can attend 
the meetings. Participants may be 
full- or purt-tim? students, faculty or 
alumni. For further information, 
please contact either Dale Kaiser or 
Jeffrey Martin in the Department of 
Student Activities at 797*5393. 


-N 

Homecoming Schedule 

Nominations will run from November 18,1992, through 
January 21,1993, at 4:30 p.m. 

Candidates for King & Queens will make an appoint¬ 
ment for an interview when their nominations are 
received. 


Friday, January 22 

Interviews for King & Queen 

Saturday, January 23 

Selection committee meets to pick 9 students for HC 
King & 9 for HC Queen. 


I m ■ :v . 

■ 



ym i. 

Elections held 


■ 


Monday, January 25 

Photos of finalists for elections will be taken. 


& Thursday, January 27 & 28 


Thursday, January 28 

Pep rally during the break, introduction of 18 finalists 

Friday, January 29 

Bonfire following game against Loyola 




Saturday, January 30 

Homecoming Night 

• Announce pep rally Spirit Stick winners during the 
women's game (begins at 5 p.m.) 

• Alumni activites between games 

• King & Queen announed during men’s game 
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News 

Video Poker 


Psychic hotline 


SGA bill proposes 
revenue raising idea 


Derek Johnson 
Almagest 

In the spring, if you happen to see 
a student gleefully bolting from the 
University Center like a man just 
released from prison, don't worry. 
The student may have just hit the 
jaekpoL 

In a meeting last Wednesday, the 
Student Government Association 
voted unanimously to approve a bill 
which, if passed by the Faculty 
Senate, would place three video 
poker machines in the gameroom of 


From a legal standpoint, in order 
to operate these machines, you must 
have a Class A Low Alcohol License 
and a permit for video poker 
machines. Bagley said the school 
already has a city and state Class A 
license but the Faculty Senate must 
approve the purchasing of a video 
poker permit before the machines 
can come to LSUS, 

You must be 18 years or older to 
play the machines. The proposed 
site for the machines is in the small 
room within the gameroom, where 
musical equipment is being stored. 


/ think this bill shows the 
creative drive to help out the 
students at LSUS. 

* * Joel Morgan 

SGA President 


Life’s imponderables answered with tilt of ball 


Since the outlook on my future 
is gening increasingly muddy — I 
just don't know what the hell I 
want to do anymore — I decided 
to take a drastic step: 1 cheated. 

I consulted the old Magic 8- 
BaU. 

You remember the Magic 8- 
Ball, don't your? That giant plastic 
billiard ball with the window on it, 
filled with purple water. You can 
have all your questions answered 
by simply turning it upside down 
and leuing the answer float to the 
top. And 95 percent of the time, 
the answer came up "Unclear: Ask 
again later." 

Instant ESP, made possible by 
the Wham-0 corporation. 

Well, my Magic 8-Ball is very 
special to me since it got me my 
first girlfriend. 

I was in the fifth grade that 
summer, and when 1 met Sandy 
Wart 1 was unaware that she 
would change my life forever 
....AAAAH! Excuse me while I 
recover from my “Wonder Years" 
lapse. 

Anyway, 1 was madly in love 
with Sandy and didn't know what 
to do. Did I dare ask her to "go" 



"Should I ask her to go with me?” 

I turned the ball upside down, 
and the answer floated up: 

"Unclean Ask again later." 

"Later? LATER?" I screamed. 
So I asked it again. The answer 
cam back up: 

"Unclear Ask again later." 

I grew impatient and took that 
as a "yes," and I asked her. Sandy 
and I were a happy couple for an 
entire fifteen minutes, an elemen¬ 
tary school record. (The previous 
record, 12 minutes, was held by 
Cindy Snow and Eric Fredericks.) 

That's one success for the 8- 
Ball. 


maneuvers during Desert Storm. , 

With a track record like that, I I 
decided to entrust the course of - 
my future to the Magic 8-Ball. 

I went to my parents 1 house, P 
dug through the attic and found it 1 
(and my old Star Wars toys, which 
makes me a damned happy guy). 

And I asked of it, "Should I : 
stay in journalism and be a 1 
reporter all my life?" 

Turned it over, and the answer 
came up: 

"Unclear Ask again later.” 

So I took that as a "yes." My < 
parents will be happy to know that ' 
I really have chosen the right 
career. 


the University Center. 

In the meeting, Senator George 
Bagley presented bill number 1392 to 
the SGA, and an intense discussion 
period followed. The SGA was 
concerned with how much revenue 
the machines would produce, where 
that money would go, and the 
legalities involved. 

Sen. Bagley said 3 machines are 
expected to bring in about $30,000 a 
year. Bagley said Tommy Brooks, a 
Shreveport businessman, would 
supply the machines for 50 percent 
of the total revenue after taxes. The 
other other 50% of the money would 
go into a student fund. 

"The student fund would allocate 
money for things like computers, an 
infotrac in the library and a new 
gym floor," Bagley said. 


"1 hope we (SGA) can gel them 
out here next semester," Bagley said. 
"1 think the machines (revenue) will 
increase die quality of student life." 

SGA President, Joel Morgan, 
favors the bilL 

"I think this bill shows the 
creative drive to help out the 
students at LSUS," Morgan said. 

Bagley said several students 
approached him and asked about 
bringing video poker to LSUS. 

"A lot of students just came up to 
me and asked why couldn't we have 
video poker here," Bagley said. 

Bagley figures if students are 
willing to spend a quarter on video 
games, why wouldn't they be willing 
to spend a quarter on a possibly better 
future for the students at LSUS? 


Constitution 

■ Continued from p. 1 

Faculty Senate will vote on whether 
to uphold the Student Affairs Com¬ 
mittee's approval of the constitution. 
If it should vote to overthrow the 
commiuee's approval, the SGA will 
revert to the old constitution. 

Morgan said that if the Faculty 
Senate should vote down the consti¬ 
tution, he wilt take the matter up 
with Chancellor John Darling and 
the Board of Supervisors arguing 
that the Senate voted on a matter 
outside its jurisdiction. 

A copy of the new SGA constitu¬ 
tion is located at the circulation desk 
in the library. 


Answers to 
this week’s 
puzzle 



vmrm. 


m 

% 

a 

a 


with me? 

(If you remember, at that age 
"going” with someone meant you 
were boyfriend/girlfriend. A dumb 
phrase because neither of you 
could drive so you never really did 
"go" anywhere.) 

I was lovesick, I was desperate, 
so I did the only thing a boy could 
do: 1 asked the Magic 8-Ball, 


I'm pretty sure I'm not the only 
one using it either. I don’t know 
this for a fact, but I suspect that 
those 1-900 psychic hotlines is 
really just a guy at a pay phone 
with a Magic 8-Ball. And there are 
rumors that General Schwarzkopf 
relied on the 8-Ball heavily for 
decisions on really important 


You're probably asking your¬ 
selves, "Could this be the solution 
to my problems? Should 1 consult 
the Magic 8-Ball in all my impor¬ 
tant matters? What has Tim been 
smoking and where can I get 
some?" 

Well the answer is unclear. Ask 
me again later. 
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Sports 


National Sports 


Lawrence Taylor deserves “Legendary Talent” title 


Brian Allen 

Contributing Writer 

After the New York Giants 
thrashed the Green Bay Packers 27- 
7 two weeks ago, the scoreboard 
said that they had won. But a silent 
crowd and a somber Giant locker 
room said otherwise. 

The Giants victory became bit¬ 
tersweet when veteran linebacker 
Lawrence Taylor ruptured an 
Achilles tendon in the third quarter, 
ending what may have been his 
final season. The fans at New Jer¬ 
sey's Meadowlands Stadium gave 


Taylor a well deserved standing 
ovation, knowing it could be their 
final opportunity. 

The numbers speak volumes. In 
his twelve NFL seasons, the man 
who would come to be known as 
"L.T." went to ten consecutive Pro 
Bowls, while posting 126 1/2 sacks, 
the ail-dme record. The NFL began 
recording sacks after 1981, Taylor's 
rookie year. Maybe sacks didn't 
appear to be important until then. 
As the heart and soul of the Giant 
defense that won two Super Bowls, 
Taylor came to personify the pass 
rush. His number, fifty-six, is now a 


badge of honor reserved for a team's 
best defender. 

Former Giant coach Bill Parcells 
called Taylor the best player he ever 
coached, citing his qualities of lead¬ 
ership on and off the field. Taylor 
was a motivator, to be certain. He 
gave 100 percent and demanded the 
same of his teammates. He held 
nothing back physically or emotion¬ 
ally, Lawrence Taylor's gameday 
orations weren't limited to evaluat¬ 
ing his own team's performance, A 
classic piece of NFL Films footage 
shows him standing above New 
York Jet quarterback Ken O'Brien, a 


victim of a Taylor hit Shaking his 
head in apparent disgust, he utters a 
quote that is vintage IX": "Son, 
y'all got to do better than this." 

But, recently, even Taylor had to 
admit he'd lost a step or two. He 
was in the final stages of a defend¬ 
er's career, when younger, faster, 
players evade a grasp that was once 
inescapable. Lawrence Taylor 
played with reckless abandon for 
twelve seasons, and it caught up 
with him. Each tackle began to 
inflict as much pain upon Taylor as 
his opponent. One broadcaster went 
so far as to say that the initials 


”L.T," now stood for "Less Terrify¬ 
ing.” I beg to di ffer. 

"L.T. should be made to stand for 
Tegendary Talent”, because that is 
what Lawrence Taylor displayed 
throughout his stellar career. In a 
post-game interview, he left the 
door open for a possible comeback. 
However, he is under no obligation 
to do so. Even if he never again puis 
on a uniform, Lawrence Taylor will 
be remembered as perhaps the 
greatest defensive player in NFL 
history. He is a man with nothing 
left to prove, and no one would dis¬ 
agree. Not even Ken O'Brien. 



Go Pilots! 


The " Bleacher Creatures" get into a recent home game. 


(Pboto by JackWEfcj) 


Cheerleaders want 
coach not sponsor 


Derek Johnson 

Almagest 

Despite the crisis facing higher 
education, the LSU5 cheerleaders 
are training hard for next semester. 

The cheerleaders receive no 
funding from the school so their 
budget will not be affected by possi¬ 
ble budget cuts. Becky Gaspard, 
cheerleader's founder, said all of the 
cheerleader's will be back next 
semester. "There is no membership 
fee. We each pay $50 for our uni¬ 
forms and as far as 1 know, every¬ 
one will be back in the spring," 

The cheerleaders practice once a 
week on Mondays from 6:30 p.m, to 
9:00 p.m. in the gym. Any full time 
student with an over all GPA of 2,5 
can go to tryouts in the spring. 

"We are always looking for new 
members," Gaspard said. "We do 
cheerleading because we love it,” 
Gaspard said she is looking for¬ 
ward to homecoming and men's and 
women's basketball next semester, 
"During homecoming, we are going 
to sell t-shins and pom-pons," Gas¬ 
pard said. "Hopefully, we can make 


a little money,' 1 

The Athletic Department is cur¬ 
rently searching for a cheerleader 
sponsor to schedule practices and 
make sure the cheerleaders go to the 
games. But a sponsor is not what 
the cheerleaders are looking for. 
They want a coach. 

"I understand the school doesn't 
have the money to support us,” Gas¬ 
pard said. "But if they are willing to 
spend $750 for a sponsor, why not 
spend that money on something we 
really need, like someone to leach 
us?" 

Jared Schaan. Junior, cheerlead¬ 
er, feels the same way, "The budget 
cuts will not affect us because the 
school doesn't give us (expletive 
deleted). We don't need someone to 
tell us when to go to practice. We 
need a coach,” Schaan said. 

Gaspard was a member of South- 
wood's danceline when she graduat¬ 
ed in 1990. She organized the cheer¬ 
leaders last September, "I felt like 
this school needed more spirit like 
the bigger colleges. I love cheer- 
leading and I can't do without it," 
Gaspard said 
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Editorial 


Beth Horslmun 

Pd i tor 

Almagest 

Jolin Tabor 

Advisor 

To keep students informed. 
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Another view 


Public's right to know 
protected by the media 

It has been a semester filled with controversy. It has been a 
semester of upsets and one of change. In this semester students of 
higher education have learned who their friends are and who are not. 
Higher education in our state has suffered disastrous cuts and there is 
no good news on the horizon. In fact, there is nothing but bad news. 
More cuts are inevitable as we look to the new year, and more than 
likely it will be worse than imagined. There is talk of closing doors, 
even more talk of even higher tuition. Bad news abounds. 

All too often it is the ;job of the media to bring bad news to the 
public. Over time this has made the media an easy target for angry 
citizens. That's o.k. Those people making their careers in the media 
know going in to the battle that they must take it on the chin. They 
know they are not the most popular people in town, nor do they 
endeavor to be. 

Those in the media (and those of us training to be), must content 
themselves with the knowledge that they are helping people, whether 
they like this particular brand of enlightenment or despise it. 

The well worn tale of the Watergate break-in and the ensuing story 
that unraveled seems to fade in some people’s memory. Not so for 
the media. They revel in the story. It i s modem day folklore for 
journalists. Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein are heroes to all jour¬ 
nalism majors and journalists alike. They perfected the art of inves¬ 
tigative reporting. They followed hunches and sometimes flew by 
the scat of their pants, but in the end they found the truth. And that 
truth set the American people free. It is the story of just exactly what 
the media is all about - finding the truth by any means necessary. 

Perhaps some would say that the media stretch their freedom too 
far, dial they pursue some stories too far. How can you put a limit 
on freedom? Who i s to judge what is too far? 

Time and time again it has been tested in the courts of our nation, 
and over and over again the courts have ruled in favor of the media. 
Anything less would be censorship, imagine if "Woodstein" had 
decided they were going "loo far” and stopped pursuing the story 
before they found the truth. Where would the American people be? 

Some might say that the press make things bigger than they 
appear, that they exploit and sensationalize. True, some media does. 
And some media operate with no ethics also. But you can't judge an 
entire profession by a few rotten people. The majority of media is 
just doing their job. Pursuing the truth, ethically and tastefully. 

The media was pounded during the presidential election. People 
said the media was biased against President Bush. The media report¬ 
ed the facts. Homelessness, unemployment and inflation numbers all 
rose during Bush's term. The facts speak for themselves. Would the 
people rather have gone to the polls uninformed? Would they have 
>ecn better off re-electing Bush? No one can say if they will be bet¬ 
ter off in 4 years, but rest assured, the media will report the facts in 
idvorof or against the President. 

Despite the doom and gloom that you read in the paper, there is 
something much deeper between the lines. The public’s right to 
know is being protected by practicing media everyday. The public 
docs need to know. And if the media didn't tell you, who would? 
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Morgan Grinder 

SGA constitution 
LSUS a sovereign 


Recently, as this publication has 
already pointed out, the Student 
Government Association had its 
new constitution approved by a stu¬ 
dent affairs committee- However, 
while the major points of the docu¬ 
ment have been vehemently 
decried, a few of the lesser articles 
have been systematically over¬ 
looked, Whether out of utter shock 
or just plain disbelief, some of the 
most glaring demands by the SGA 
have been conveniently ignored. 
While some may be avoiding these 
requests out of fear, 1 will not be 
moved from exposing these ridicu¬ 
lous amendments to the greater stu¬ 
dent body. 

Not the least of these amend¬ 
ments is SGA President Joel Mor¬ 
gan's plan to convert the LSUS 
campus into a sovereign principali¬ 
ty, to be ruled by Mr, Morgan as a 
self-described “enlightened despot" 
One would think that this proposal 
would have been addressed sooner 
- at least acknowledged. But no; 
and it's only the beginning. The 
standing University Center, accord- 
ing to the new mandates, will be 
transformed into Morgan's own pri¬ 
vate Party Palace, complete with 
free-flowing fountains of booze and 
twenty-four hour video poker 
machines. There, devoted minions 
(former administration officials) 
will cater to his every whim while 
his least favorite professors enter¬ 
tain him with simple tricks. 

This new principality, duely 
christened "LuScioUS Land," will 


Salient 

i i¥onMa& 


be host to all manner of visiting 
dignitaries from as far away as 
BPCC, These dignitaries will be 
lavished with com piemen tan es, like 
freedom to park in the faculty park¬ 
ing lot and getting the royal treat¬ 
ment at the plush, new Joel Memo¬ 
rial Guest Hotel. 

Morgan, who is even now fever¬ 
ishly trying to consolidate his pow¬ 
ers by stripping the last remaining 
vestiges of administration authority, 
said in a spontaneous interview that 
he does not want to appear power 
hungry, 

"I just believe in getting things 
done," he said as he cast hi$ royal 
purple stole across his left shoulder, 
"1 don't want to be hated or feared, 
either. Although I do believe that it 
is better to be feared than to be 
loved." 

Dale Kaiser, Senate Pro Tempore 
(a Latin phrase meaning "been here 
waaay too long"), supports Mor¬ 
gan's vision and has already con- 


declares 

state 



sented to being Morgan's personal 
manservant after the revolution, 

"Joel and I see a day when stu¬ 
dents on this campus will be united 
under one glorious cause, and that 
is the passionate, omni-pervasive 
worship of Joel Morgan as the emi¬ 
nent philosopher-student-king! 
Long live the Kongl" 

Sure, these may seem like idle 
desires now, possibly even thrown 
into the constitution at the last 
minute; but when we are all 
hunched over in the neighboring 
cotton field, doing the bidding of 
our "benevolent and student friend¬ 
ly" master, will we be better off? 

These disclosures come at the 
end of the semester, just in time for 
us all to promptly forget in favor of 
the bustling holiday season. But 
next semester will come. Are you 
prepared to face the changes that 
YOUR student leaders have pro¬ 
posed? 









































Letters to the Editor 


Dear Editor: 

As a long-time student of LSUS, 
I remember when a student activity 
fee was just that. In 1972 when I 
first attended LSUS, I did not pay 
parking fees and places to park 
were just as difficult to find* We 
received a yearbook and nearly all 
functions and attractions were free 
to students. 

Under the new SGA constitu¬ 
tion. which we students had limited 
access to read and study before 
adoption, we are turning over a very 
large amount of money to an orga¬ 
nization that is neither capable nor 
qualified to disburse funds equi¬ 
tably. The SGA will, in effect, be 
the only voice on campus for the 
students* 

At the time we voted, we were 
urged by poll workers to vote for 
the constitution and ballot boxes 
had signs taped to them urging us to 
"vote for the new constitution." By 
state and federal law no electioneer* 
ing is permitted within 600 feet of a 
ballot location* The SGA president 
also feels that he does not have to 
follow university policy on ratifica- 
lion of the new constitution* At this 
lime, nearly a year Eater, it has not 
been brought before the Dean of 
Student Affairs. 

Such irresponsibility and the 
unwillingness to cooperate within 
the system is a clear warning that 
the current SGA leadership should 
not have the right to decide who 
receives the funds. In effect, by giv¬ 
ing the SGA the right to disperse 
funds, we could lose our right to 
express in these pages any opinion 
contrary to accepted SGA policy* 
Ibis is because the SGA would be 
tble to deny funding to the newspa- 
er. 

The First Amendment gives us 
I .iiC right to free speech, free press 
j and the right to assemble. By giving 
' the SGA total control of the funds 
that support the paper, bring in 
f speakers and provide activities, we 
as apathetic students give the SGA 
I the right to tell us what is politically 
I correct* Don't give any group the 
, right to tell you as an individual 
1 what to think or do. Let the SGA 
f i epresentatives and the administra¬ 
tion know that this is totally unac- 
1 ceptable. Take responsibility for 
| electing responsible representation* 
Elizabeth Wood 
Senior 

Criminal Justice 


i 

i 

i 

j 

i 
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Dear Editor: 

This is the wake-up call to 
America, well at least LSUS for 
now. Look at our nation and what 
do you see? 

I see a nation that is no doubt the 
greatest nation this world has ever 
known, but about thirty years ago 
our nation took a blow that has crip- 
pled it. I see the Giant slowly 


J 


falling to its knees. Was this due to 
any outside force that has pushed 
our Giant over? Physically no, how¬ 
ever, the spiritual forces have 
wreaked havoc in the minds of our 
leaders and people* We are falling 
from within, just as Rome did in its 
glory days. I thought we learned 
that history repeats itself and that 
we should avoid mistakes of prior 
civilizations* How can we, as a civi¬ 
lized and very knowledgeable soci¬ 
ety be so blind as to not see the 
demise of our country? 

When King Nebuchadnezzar 
declared that he, by his own power, 
had built the great Babylon, God 
removed him from Babylon to live 
with wild animals. However, Bill 
Clinton has the audacity to twist 
Scripture to meet his own end by 
saying that "Scripture says: 'Our 
eyes have not seen, nor our ears 
heard nor our minds imagined what 
we can build.' " Oh how wrong he 
is! I Corinthians 2:9, in its true 
wording, states "However, as iL is 
written: No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, no mind has conceived what 
God has prepared for those who 
love Him." (N1V) What a difference 
huh? How dare President-elect 
Clinton twist the holy words of God 
to meet his own end! This is only 
the beginning of the blasphemy and 
moral decay that this nation is 
going to see. 

The powers that be in 1962 (and 
continue still today) had their eyes 
so focused on themselves and the 
great things they had done (and 
wanted to do) that they overlooked 
the foundation on which this coun¬ 
try was established. In doing this 
they, the great leaders, took it upon 
themselves to remove prayer from 
schools and eventually the Ten 
Commandments (now these were 
really terrible - I can’t believe that 
such evil would be allowed in the 
school!) and God Himself. They did 
this without even considering the 
history of our country. Our Found¬ 
ing Fathers are surely turning over 
in their graves, after all they estab¬ 
lished the American Bible Society, 
and only after intense PRAYER did 
they write the Constitution* 

This nation was blessed by God 
when we looked to Him, but when 
our leaders removed Him from 
America they said we don’t need 
God - we can run this country by 
our own wisdom (or lack thereof) 
and God removed His hand from 
us* Some people say that God, or 
Christianity, has no bearing on the 
leadership or direction of this coun¬ 
try. Why then did President Andrew 
Jackson state "The Bible is the rock 
upon which our republic rest s” and 
President Woodrow Wilson states, 
"America was born a Christian 
nation for the purpose of exemplify¬ 
ing to the nations of the world the 
principle of righteousness found in 
the Word of God." God definitely 


had His hand in the formation of 
this country, but yet we say we 
don't need God; He has done noth¬ 
ing for us* How sad and untrue! 

I challenge the Christians of this 
country and campus to stand up for 
Christ who died and rose again to 
give us victory in His name! Don't 
be complacent and apathetic any 
longer. The lime has come to speak 
up for what you know to be right 
(God’s Word) and turn our country 
back to God, So you may be 
ridiculed (as I am sure I will be 
now), but if Jesus can be spit on, 
flogged, and nailed to a cross so 
that everyone may have eternal life 
with Him if they only follow Him, 
then the least I can do is to stand a 
little verbal assault from people* 
These people need to hear His truth, 
not man's twists to God’s pure and 
holy wisdom. God is truth; anything 
less is a mockery of God* The time 
is coming soon when we will have 
to make a decision whether we will 
stand for Christ or deny Him* What 
you, student or faculty, will do on 
that day is reflective of your rela¬ 
tionship with God today. 

Have a happy Thanksgiving and 
remember what ihe First Thanksgiv¬ 
ing was all about* (Hint: Giving 
thanks to God for everything)* 

Scott C. Casey 

Senior 

Management 


Dear Editor: 

I am writing in reference to the 
November 18 issue of the Almagest 
that slated I was impeached by the 
Student Government Association* 

I would tike to state some of the 
facts about my supposed impeach¬ 
ment The total number of meetings 
I missed was 4* Two of those were 
excused, unless the I.A. Rules 
Committee did not accept work and 
being sick as acceptable. 

Furthermore, I never received a 
letter stating that I was on probation 
or when a trial would be regarding 
this matter. In fact, I advised the 
LA* Rules chairperson that I was 
resigning my position. I am also not 
the only senator that was supposed¬ 
ly "impeached" this semester, yet 
my name is the only one that 
appeared in the article. 

I am outraged that a supposedly 
responsible newspaper like the 
Almagest would prim a story about 
my alleged "impeachment" without 
making any effort whatsoever to 
call me and get my side of the story* 
A report that includes only the 
SGA's position is flawed at besL I 
resent the implication that I avoided 
the responsibilities of my office. I 
hope in the future that the Almagest 
will make a concerted effort to get 
both sides of the story. 

Shannon N. Floyd 

Junior 

Marketing 
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Q: What are you thankful for? 


! I am thankful that I have a husband that supports mv 
radon and that I really enjoy my major, * 

Amy Denucci 


Senior 

Public Relations 


A:"That I’m graduating before tuition hikes 

Kim Vinson 


Public Relations 


A: Tor the ‘Question of the Week.'" 

A: Tor ray family, my wife and my little girl, and for my 
ability to stay home and raise my child, and that i have a 


A: "For the fact that 1 have a family that cares and has pro¬ 
vided me with opportunities to improve myself, and that I 
have a good paying job. 


Daryl Anderson 

A:”My health, knowledge and a recall of Edwards, 

■ Anthony FiHippino | 

Sophomore 

Physical Administration 


A: "My family, my famous brother (Kix Brooks) and 
best friend." 

Lisa Brooks 
Graduate Student 


A: "My parents, sister and the fact that I'm making it 
through school." 

Kevin Butler 
Sophomore 
Political Science 


- 


A: "Family, America, Mom, apple pie and the tuition only 
went up $200 instead of doubling.” 

John Gray 
Sophomore 
Biology . 
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Campus 



Shreveport Little 
Theatre 

The Shreveport Little Theatre pre¬ 
sents "Laughting Wild." This is a 
comedy by Christopher Durang, 


Townely* Christopher Trigg, 
Michelle Viven, Alicia Wilson, 
Mary Zimmerman. Congratulations 
to all of these outstanding students! 


dec. 20.2 p.m. 


Attention All 
Organizations 


direrd Wise. The comedy is about 
the perils of modem life in urban 
America, The show is Nov. 2. Call 
for more information. 


Homecoming ’93 

Anyone working on the Homecom¬ 
ing Committee for next January 30 
can join now. Meetings are held 
each Monday evening at 6 p,m. in 
the Unienter Pilot's room. For more 
information, contact Dale Kaiser in 
the Dept, of Student Activities at 
797-5393, 


LSUS Intramurals 

Nov. 24 — Badminton Doubles 
M/W 6 p.m. Gym. 

Shreveport 

Symphony 

Orchestra 

Handle’s holiday Messiah, will he 
performed Thanksgiving weekend, 
Nov. 28 and 29; The performance 
will soar with the grandeur of a full 
orchestra, chorus, and soloists. This 
marks the first time the orchestra 
has performed Messiah since 1984. 
For ticket information call the ticket 
hotline 318-227-TUNE. 

Season Opener; The Celebrity Pops 
season opens on Friday, Dec. 18, 
with a holiday musical extravagan¬ 
za planned by Music Director Peter 
Leonard. Joining the full orchestra 
will be the talented Caddo Magnet 
High School Choir, which will per¬ 
form the "Hallelujah Chorus” from 
Handefs "Messiah" and The "kGlo- 
ria in excelsis Deo" by Mozart. 

24 LSUS students 
receive Who's 
Who Awards for 
1992-93 

The 1993 edition of Who's Who 
Among Students in American Uni- 
versities and Colleges will include 
the names of 24 students from 
LSUS who have been selected as 
national outstanding leaders. They 
are; Lisa Karevicius, Lee Posted, 
Andrea Ram bin, Amanda Porter¬ 
field, Cheryl Glasgow, Kristi Spier, 
Wendy Mathis. Matthew Wise* Tina 
rister, Jennifer Flynt, Melissa 
Glover, Kevin Hammond, Dixie 
lerron, Robert Homak, Katharyn 
[owe, Lisa Hunter, Robert Miller, 
Keith Neu, Dana Rawls, William 


Shreveport 
Debut of Delta 
Festival Ballet 

The Delta Festival Ballet of New 
Orleans arrives in for its Shreveport 
debut of Tchaikovsky's Nutcracker 
at the Strand Theater Nov. 28 at 
7:30 p.m. and Nov. 29 at 2 p.m. The 
public will have a chance to meet 
the Sugar Plum Fairy, Deiidre Car- 
berry* Sat. Nov. 28 from 10 to 11 
a.m. at Pietremont Mall. A Sugar 
Plum Party reception will be Sun. 
Nov. 29 from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at Pier- 
remont Mall to honor the dancers. 
For ticket information call the 
Strand Theater Box Office: 226- 
8555, 

Journal 

The Quarterly Journal of Ideology 
has been published for the first time 
at LSUS. The journal is a compila¬ 
tion of writings by scholars in all 
academic areas dealing with ideolo¬ 
gy. A subscription to the Journal 
costs $20 a year for two issues. 
Anyone interested in subscribing 
can contact Dr. Terry Harris, profes¬ 
sor of English, in BH 212. 

American 

Collegiate 

Poetry 

College students now have an 
opportunity to get their poetry pub¬ 
lished in an internationally dis¬ 
tributed anthology. The Book of 
American Collegiate Poetry is pub¬ 
lished by Sigma Publishing* and is 
currently looking for submissions 
for the latest publication. Sigma 
Publishing is very pro-First Amend¬ 
ment, and encourages everyone to 
express themselves freely* any topic 
is open for consideration; humor, 
love* tragedy* environment, politics, 
sex ,.. Anyone interested in learn¬ 
ing more about this opportunity 
should write immediately to Sigma 
Publishing, 4217 Highland Rd., 
Suite 188, Waterford, MI 48328, 
ATTN: Inquiries. 

Jefferson 
Performing Arts/ 
Upcoming Events 

The "Nutcracker 11 — Dec. 5, 2 and 
8 p.m. Dec. 6, 3 p.m. "Christmas 
with Dennis and Friends" — Dec. 
12, 11 a.m. The Festive Sounds of 
Christmas — Dec. 12,8 p.m. ,T What 
the Dickens!" — Dec. 18, 8 p.m. 


The briefs is your chance to inform 
the students of events and happen¬ 
ings that you organization is spon¬ 
soring. Please, if you have some¬ 
thing interesting that you need par¬ 
ticipation or involvement, let the 
Almagest know. We will be glad to 
put your information in the briefs. 
Remember, we are here to serve 
you and your organization. 


Write Your 
Legislator 

The Student Government Associa¬ 
tion voted to have a letter-writing 
campaign to state legislators con¬ 
cerning the unrest of recent, and 
possibly future, budget cuts in high¬ 
er education. Tables will be set up 
in the University Center during the 
common hour. You can come by 
and find your particular legislator 
by using a map outlining districts 
and precincts. Students are urged to 
stop by and write a brief message to 
show your concern* 


Letters Policy 

The Almagest requests your reac¬ 
tions through Letters to the Editor. 
Letters shuld be typed and double¬ 
spaced. Please include your Class 
(Freshman, etc.) and Major field of 
study. They should be truned in to 
the Almagest office BH 344, by 
noon on the Tuesday preceding the 
Tuesday publication date. 

Obscene, libelous and anonymous 
letters will not be published. We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 

American 

Collegiate 

Poetry 

College students now have an 
opportunity to get their poetry pub¬ 
lished in an internationally dis¬ 
tributed anthology. The Book of 
American Collegiate Poetry is pub¬ 
lished by Sigma Publishing, and is 
currently looking for submissions 
for the latest publication. Sigma 
Publishing is very pro-First Amend¬ 
ment, and encourages everyone to 
express themselves freely, any topic 
is open for consideration; humor, 
love, tragedy, environment, politics, 
sex ... Anyone interested in learn¬ 
ing more about this opportunity 
should write immediately to Sigma 
Publishing, 4217 Highland Rd., 
Suite 188, Waterford, Ml 48328, 
ATTN: Inquiries. 





j TUESDAY* NOVEMBER 10g* | 

* 10:30 a.m. Panhellenic Meeting | 

* 6:00 p.m. Badminton Tournament |- Doubles M/W | 

§ § 


I 


WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26 & 27 
* Thanksgiving Holidays—University O(Tices Closed 1 



TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1 

* 10:30 a.m. Holiday Party 

* 10:30 a.m. Panhjellcnic Meeting g 

* 6:00 p.m. Badminton Tournament Singles — M/W | 

I 

I WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 2 ! 

* 12:00 p.m. SGAMceting 

Jf I hrtoay^Jcember/^ 1 

* 12:00 SOC Luncheon 

* LAST DAY OF CLASSES — LIBRARY BOOKS MUST BE 
RETURNED 

ft xf g 

MONDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 7-13 

* FINAL EXAMS 


. : : SATURDAY,DECEMBER 32 

8-12:00 pan. National. 


S&SSS8SJSSK 

* 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 

* SEMESTER EfilDS AND GRADES DUE 

* DEADLINE FOR APPLYING FOR SPRING 1993 GRADUATION 


I WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 16 
* GRADUATION— < 



LSUS Special 


$ 1 



Country Fried Steak, 
French Fries and 
16 oz. Soft Drink 


78 

Plus tax 


Free 16 oz. drink with any french fry purchase 

50% savings Must show lsus i.d. 
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ACROSS 

I, Bear’s home 
4* Lead shot 

6* Honest (slang) 

II. Make certain 
13. Dormant 

15. N, England state (abbr.) 

16. Used to mix paint (artist) 

18, Sodium symbol 

19. Horse's meal (sing.) 

21. Scholarly book 

22. Moves head 
24. Rubber wheel 
26. Telegram 

28, Fisherman's need 

29. Encourage 

31. Cab 

33, Concerning 

34. Step 


36. Monetary unit (Italy) 
38. Iridium symbol 
40. False: empty 
42. Currency substitute 

45, Spanish epic hero 
47. By mouth 

49, Number 

50. Thought 


52. Violent mob 

54. Rest 

55. Direction (abbr.) 

56. Eye covering 

59. Chapter (abbr.) 

60, Depression between 
two faults 

62. Whole of one’s possessions 

64, Small shoot of a plant 

65, Street (abbr.) 

66, New South Wales (abr.) 


down 

1. Give one’s time 

2. Involve 

3. Nova Scotia (abbr.) 

4. Unruly child 

5. In a lower place 

6. At the side 

7. Time /one (abbr.) 

8. Valley (Scot.) 

9. That is (abbr,* Latin) 

10. Soft 
12, Over 
14. Glue 

17, Send forth 
20. Snare 

23. Toward 

25. Estimated arrival time 
(abbr, pi.) 

27. A way out 
30, Sound repetition 
32. Press 

35. Dangling jewelry 

37. Relative 

38. Cake lopping 

39. Horsemen 
41, Principle 

43. Makes into law 

44. Sister’s son 

46. Eastern state (abbr.) 

48. Ore deposits 

51. Short for abbreviation 

53. Examination 

57. Hawaiian floral necklace 

58. Route (abbr.) 

61- Press organization (abbr.) 
63. Article 


Answers to 
Nov. 17 
puzzle: 



Personal excellence produces good relations 


Jennifer Newton 

Almagest 


Harlem and is the author of iwo 
books, had four guidelines to cmat- 
ing a good relationship: the first was 
to make yourself excellent, the sec¬ 
ond was to reach for excellence in a 
mate, toe third was that an inherent¬ 
ly bad relationship should be 
worked on f and toe last was to have 
good relationships and good sex. 

Most of Gooiblau's responses to 
toe many audience questions - she 
asked for no microphone and only 
houselighis and stood in front of toe 
stage in order to interact with the 
audience of about 80 people - stated 
that the problem was with the other 
person, not oneself. Once you 
"make yourself excellent, 0 you have 
only to find an excel lent mate; if 
you have severe problems with him 
or her, "head for toe hills;" it wasn’t 
meant to be. 

Gootolatt stated one of toe most 


important things to remember is to 
make yourself a whole person 
before you go out looking for some¬ 
one, After all, you have plenty of 
time. 

"If you do not/' she warns, "you 
will not have one whole person 
when you are together, you will 
have two half-people, 

Ellen Gootolatt travels all over 
toe country lecturing at colleges and 
universities. She will be in the area 
next in February and there is a pos¬ 
sibility of another lecture then. Her 
two books are Meeting t Dating , 
Relating and Mating: 250 Impor¬ 
tant Questions to Ask Before You Go 
Further in a Relationship and Men 
are Worth the Trouble: Translating t 
Understanding, Appreciating and 
Celebrating Men. 



"First of all, some of you may be 
saying to yourselves, ^Listen to her 
accent!’ 

All I have 
to say is, 

'What ac¬ 
cent?' " 

Ellen 
Gootblaifs 
opening 
remark 
was indi¬ 
cative of 
her whole 
attitude at 
her Nov. 

12 lec¬ 
ture, "Sex, Passion and Intimacy." 
The Brooklyn native, who spent 
eight years teaching junior high in 


Drs. Rath and Shaw’s 


book to be published 


Annie Cherry 
Contributing Writer 

Good news came to Dr, Sura 
Rato and Dr, Mary Ann Shaw last 
week. Rath, chair of the English 
Department, and Shaw, professor of 
English found out that their book is 
going to be published. 

Together, they worked for nearly 
a year on toe book about Flannery 
O'Conner, who is toe author of such 
books as Everything That Rises 
Must Converge and The Violent 
Bear it Away . Rato, who is actually 
the founder of The Flannery O'Con¬ 


ner Society, said that out of three 
interested, toe University of Georgia 
Press will publish toe book. 

The title of toe book is Flannery 
O'Conner: New Perspectives, and 
according to Rato, it is a collection 
of critical essays, "There are twelve 
essays in the book written by some 
of toe best known scholars of the 
field of O’Conner,” Rato said. 

Shaw said she was thrilled about 
the news, and Rato is amazed that 
it's coming out at toe same time toe 
Society was established. Both 
expect it to be on the market by 
Summer of 1994. 


TOP TEN SCARIEST 
PEOPLE ON EARTH 

10. Prune-eating Sumo wrestler. 

9. High-rise window cleaner 
with bladder problem. 

8. Near sighted knife juggler. 

7. Megalomaniac Third 
World Dictators. 

6. Grown men named “Biff.” 

5. Heavily armed hot dog 
vendors. 

4. Carsick brother in the seat 
next to you. 

3. Brain surgeon with hiccups. 

2. Anyone with a cranky 
disposition and a chainsaw. 

I. People who offer you drugs. 

PARTNERSHIP FOR A DRUG-FREE AMERICA 

H — “ AiHby^s^ ITegular " 

I Sandwich and Bag of Fries I 

I $X 99 

I 

| 7803 Youree Drive 

l Not valid with anv other offer. 

^Expires 12/24/92 
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Nothing is impossible for legally blind musician 


Angela Geturls 
Contributing Writer 

The second-floor apartment is 
immaculate - for a guy, that is* 
Dirty dishes lie piled up in the sink, 
but that is to be expected, consider¬ 
ing the number of people that come 
through there each day* Other than 
that, Jason Ball's apartment, which 
he shares with long-time friend 
Brian <3 lore, is a picture of cleanli¬ 
ness* 

Jason's room is also spotless. His 
computer sits on a desk in one cor¬ 
ner of the room, appearing 
untouched for some time, yet well 
taken care of. To the side of the bed 
2 guitars rest on stands - one an 
acoustic, the other a bass. A huge 


keyboard mounted on an even larger 
stand sits at the foot of the bed, 
waiting to be played. 

Jason steps up behind the instru¬ 
ment, turns it on and begins playing 
an old Journey song, "Open Arms*" 
The melody is precise; the har¬ 
monies are perfect The only thing 
missing is Steve Ferry to lead the 
song. Even so, Jason plays on, his 
long red hair swaying and his light 
brown eyes sparkling, as his fingers 
move swiftly over the keys, 

Jason Ball has been a trooper 
since birth, when he was first diag¬ 
nosed with Retinitis pigmentosa* 
This disease of the retina disables 
him from seeing clearly. While he 
can see shapes and figures, he can¬ 
not read small prim or see in the 


dark. But even though he's legally 
blind, Jason's other abilities surpass 
those of anyone who has perfect 
vision. His musical talents are a per¬ 
fect example. 

Even though Jason cannot read 
music, or even see it clearly enough 
to read it, his piano-playing tech¬ 
nique goes far beyond good. He 
learns all his music through playing 
by ear, which is hard for most 
music-reading musicians to do. The 
melodic sounds that escape his huge 
keyboard as his fingers depress the 
keys are perfectly in tune with the 
music he's playing, and it doesn't 
take him long lo team a new song. 

Although he gets frustrated 
sometimes when he's having trouble 
learning a new chord, Jason's dispo¬ 
sition is almost always cheerful* 
Most of his friends can't remember 
a time when they’ve ever seen him 
angry, Kristi Fontenot, who drives 
Jason to and from school each day 
said she doesn't think he ever gets 
angry* "I've always seen him smil¬ 
ing, and Fve never seen him in a 
foul mood," she said. 

His roommate Brian, who's 
known him since they started high 
school together, said that he disliked 
Jason when he first met him; but 
after marching beside him their 
sophomore year in the Haughton 
High School band, they began get¬ 
ting along great. 

M i thought he was stupid," Brian 
said "But then wc started marching 
beside each other and picking on the 
drum major together, and pretty 
soon we were hanging out with each 
other." 

Rodney Clark, Jason's neighbor, 
thought Jason was "pretty cool" 
when he met him, though. His girl¬ 
friend (and Jason's ex) Alicia intro¬ 
duced them over six months ago, 
and now Rodney is Jason's personal 
reader. 

"He pays me to read to him. 


since he can't see small prim very 
well," Rodney explained. "He 
remembers everything I tell him. 
When I mess up on a word, Jason 
will wait for me to say it; then he'll 
tell me what it is." 

Jason helps Rodney in other 
ways besides paying for his ser¬ 
vices* He sometimes acts as a medi¬ 
ator in Rodney and Alicia’s argu¬ 
ments. "Whenever we start arguing, 
he starts playing the bass guitar real 
loud," Rodney said. 

Mark Watson, a neighbor of 
Jason's who has known Jason as 
long as Rodney has, says he's also 
never seen him gel angry before* 
"Jason is one of the nicest people 
I've met here, so far," he said* 

Jason's bandmates and their 
wives ihink very highly of him also* 
Jason has been playing in the band 
Suspect with Chris Cowan (bass) 
and Kenny Davis (drums) for 
almost two years now* Kenny was 
hesitant to hire Jason at first 
because he was so young, then only 
19. Jason is the youngest in the 
group, the rest ranging from 25 to 
37* But Kenny's wife, who adores 
Jason and treats him like he was her 
own son, convinced him to give 
Jason a chance* Now he's doing 
what he enjoys most, playing music* 

Chris seems to think Jason is 
doing a great job, too, despite the 
fact that he's often mistaken for a 
drunk because of his eye problem* 
"He can’t see in the dark," he said, 
"so when he stumbles around 
onstage, people sometimes think 
he's wasted. We almost got fired for 
that once," 

Jason says that he is often mis¬ 
taken for a girl, also* "Must be the 
long hair," he says* One day, he was 
walking to his apartment with a 
female friend of his, and two guy s 
in a truck drove by and whistled at 
them* Jason said he turned around 
and said, "Hey, thanks!" The guys 


were so embarrassed that they sped 
off, laughing at their mistake. 

"I guess the one way I don't quite 
seem to fit in with the band is 
because of my hair," Jason says* But 
Jason fits in, in every other way. 
Though he's the youngest member, 
he pulls just as much weight and 
plays just as well as the rest of his 
bandmates. 

He has so much energy on stage, 
despite his shyness* He seems to 
have a lot of fun while he's playing, 
yet he looks serious at limes, too* 
He moves with ihe music, claps, 
shakes his behind in front of the 
crowd and sings when he's not con¬ 
centrating on his keyboard. He has 
no microphone to sing into, howev¬ 
er, because the band took it away, 

"I was singing at practice, and I 
guess they got so tired of me trying 
to hit all the notes and missing that 
they took my mike away* It was so 
embarrassing,” he said- He recently 
got it back, though, by proving to 
his bandmates that he really can 
carry a tune. 

A tune isn't all that Jason can 
carry* His cheerful disposition fol¬ 
lows him wherever he goes, and he 
doesn't let anything - including his 
eye problem - stop him from doing 
what he wants to do* 

A quote from Brian in one of 
Haughton High’s papers stales: "He 
does not have a handicap. Handi¬ 
caps are things that stop you from 
doing something that is important to 
you. Nothing stops Jason Ball!" 

In the future, Jason hopes to 
graduate from L5US with a degree 
in business and to get a job in the 
music industry* With Ms talent and 
attitude, he should have no problem 
following his dreams* As the 
Haughton paper stated, "To some 
this dream might seem impossible, 
but to those who know Jason Ball, 
nothing is impossible," 



{FbptobjTtm Grwxinfc) 


Jason Ball 

Lighthouse director urges positive role models to change stereotypes 


Richard Williams 
Contributing Writer 

The goal of the LighLhouse is 
simple: to help the residents of 
Shreveport's poorest neighborhoods 
regain a sense of self-worth and re¬ 
enter die mainstream of community 
life. 

The Volunteers of Amorica spon¬ 
sors the Lighthouse Program to help 
economically-disadvantaged youth* 
It was with this goal in mind that 
Ron Anderson, the director of the 
Lighthouse Program in Shreveport, 
spoke to the Colleagues members 
on campus recently. 

Anderson's speech was designed 
to help recruit minority students to 
become active participants in the 
Lighthouse Frogram. 

"We need positive role models in 


the black community today, espe¬ 
cially among the young people," 
Anderson said. 

Anderson's speech dealt mainly 
with changing the negative stereo¬ 
types associated with black youth. 
He advocated teaching youngsters 
"exemplary behavior" which will 
make them better members of soci¬ 
ety* 

"We want our kids to emulate 
you - the young, black college stu¬ 
dents of today. If you can tough it 
out, and get a degree, then they'll 
know that they can do it in the 
future," Anderson said* "It's even 
better if these college students are 
setting a positive example for these 
youngsters to follow." 

Anderson spoke of how to 
change the general low self-esteem 
of many of today's black youth. He 


presented the ABCs of building 
good behavior management: Affec¬ 
tion, Behavior, and Cognition. If 
one has a positive feeling toward 
youth (positive affection), then that 
child has a more positive attitude 
towards himself as a person* Behav¬ 
ior simply stresses that good behav¬ 
ior by role models is usually emu¬ 
lated by youth. 

Cognition, on the other hand, is 
more subjective. How one thinks 
about the youth that they're working 
with, how they think of them as 
people - this aids in establishing a 
positive altitude within that person 
that will help him become a better 
person. 

"The proof lies in the pudding - 
if you can feel and act positively, 
then others will see it in you." 
Anderson said* He also stressed 


unconditional positive regard and 
being consistent in positive 
approaches, 

Anderson also gave personal 
anecdotes to help drive home a few 
points* 

"I told my kids [the youth that be 
works with daily] to write on a sheet 
of paper what their outlook for their 
future is ten years from now, or they 
could draw what they felL I had two 
guys in the program, two gang 
members, who didn't do anything - 
they just left their sheets of paper 
blank. I asked one of them 'Why 
didn't you draw anything?' and he 
replied 'I don't have a future!" He 
was right He's in jail today," Ander¬ 
son said, 

"If you are going to motivate oth¬ 
ers to do better in their lives, the 
first thing you should do is a self- 


evaluation," Anderson said. "Exam¬ 
ine your own attitude towards the 
kids that you work with." 

Anderson closed his speech with 
a testimony of his devotion to the 
Lighthouse Program, 

"I love my work, I love doing 
what I do, and I feel really blessed 
to be able to help these children* 
What we do with behavior manage¬ 
ment is to decrease negative behav¬ 
ior while increasing positive behav¬ 
ior, thereby replacing the negative 
behavior completely," Anderson 
said. "My challenge to you is to 
adopt a positive mode of thinking. 
Stop focusing on the negative 
aspects of your life, and look for the 
positive in things. I guarantee that if 
you do that, then these kids will fol¬ 
low your example." 
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i A. Thumbs Up! 

iStroker’s ‘Dracula’ delivers 


^VteHditfa Orr 

(Features Editor 


Watching Francis Ford Coppola^ 
M Dracula* is like seeing a beautiful 
oihic tapestry slowly unveiled 
fore your eyes. 

The sets and costumes are mag- 
nificently designed. The makeup 
id special effects are excellent But 
^ihe jewel in the film's crown has to 
*bc Gary Oldman’s performance as 
|the Prince of Darkness, 
i As Count Dracula, Oldman plays 
*a hideously aged aristocrat who is 
|tortLired by die centuries-old loss of 
.his wife, Elizabcta, Later in the 
Jfilm, he adopts the suave and myste¬ 
rious persona of "Prince Vlad" 
hen he sets out after Nina (Winona 
lyder), a woman who bears a strik- 
‘ing resemblance to his lost love. 

Oldman’s interpretation of Count 
! Dracula is neither as frightening as 
Bella Lugosi's, nor as seductive as 
(Frank Langella’s. Rather, he cap¬ 
tures the best aspects of the various 
portrayals of the character. He is 
enchanting one minute, revolting 
\be next, 

j Anthony Hopkins is equally cap- 
rivaling as the doctor in mad pursuit 
•of the vampire. He delivers some of 
the best lines, providing some badly 
, needed comic relief to an otherwise 
^intense film. 

Pill 


The film might have been better, 
though if the performances of its 
other principal characters had been 
stronger. Keanu Reeves, as 
Jonathon, the young lawyer engaged 
to Nina, is virtually useless, Ryder’s 
performance is likewise insincere 
and disappointing. 

Coppola’s version of the Dracula 
myth takes an interesting tack in 
that the Count is not out to create 
legions of vampires. The bloody rit¬ 
ual of feeding on the living is his 
means of sustaining himself as he 
continues his quest to be reunited 
with the woman he loves. 

Another interesting point is that 
Dracula seems almost remorseful 
for his war on God and the hellish 
state in which he finds himself. 
While he desires to be linked foiev- 
er with Nina, he is nagged by a 
sense of responsibility to save her 
from the same fate. 

However, Coppola seems unable 
to decide whether to make "Dracu- 
ta" a honor film or a love story. The 
film leans more toward the latter. 
But it fails to live up to its potential 
as a dark, romantic fable of a love 
that spans centuries. Nevertheless, 
* Dracula" delivers great perfor¬ 
mances, as well as incredible 
effects, that will leave audiences 
thirsty for more. 



▼ Thumbs Down! 


Excessive sex, gore disappoint 


Anne Link 

Almagest 

Sex, blood, more sex, more blood 
and little thrill. What movie am I 
talking about? "Dracula-" 

Francis Ford Coppola’s creation 
of Bram Stoker’s "Dracula" is a 
highly erotic if not entirely sexual 
version of a favorite vampire story. 

The movie is not scary, suspense- 
ful or thrilling. It was disappointing 
to see how a classic novel was mod¬ 
ernized to draw big box-office 
bucks. There was so much focus on 
sex and blood that it was hard to 
find the actual storyline. 

Now, I know that the story of 
Dracula is supposed to be romantic, 
but Coppola updated it to include a 
sensual scene with Johnathan Bark¬ 
er (Keanu Reeves) and three half- 
naked gypsies portraying various 
sexual acts. 

There was a scene where Lucy 
(Sadie Frost) has sex with a wolf¬ 
like creature. Almost every scene 
Lucy is in, her breasts are exposed. 

The gore is as prevalent as the 
sex. There are beheadings, slit 
chests, thrown up blood and stakes 


through hearts. There are scenes 
which depict small children being 
offered as sacrifices, off of which 
the vampires feed. 

The commendable pans of the 
movie included Dracula's castle, 
costumes and makeup. 

Gary Oldman as Dracula did a 
good job as did Winona Ryder as 
Mina Murray (soon to be married to 
Johnathan Barker). Anthony Hop¬ 
kins played a metaphysisist (Van 
Helsing), 

The movie started slow and 
stayed somewhat slow. I guess Cop¬ 
pola felt the need to throw in as 
much sex and gore so that the audi¬ 
ence would stay interested. 
Although, I fell the movie would 
have been much better without all of 
that 

All in all, "Dracula" was a big 
disappointment It’s too bad produc¬ 
ers feel like they have to rely on 
gratuitous sex and excessive gore to 
keep an audience. 1 wish Coppola 
would have kept more romanticism 
and suspense in the movie. 

"Dracula" is rated R and is play¬ 
ing at AMC theaters. 
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f JOIN THE ") 
f ALMAGEST 

!“kv$yi 

1 We are looking 


: for a few good 


reporters and 


photographers. 

. !•:- •: 

Interested? 


Come by BH 344 
i for an application 


or call 797-5328. 
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Anyone interested in 
buying or selling Avon 
call Martin at 
747 - 4881 . 


$$$$, FREE TRAVEL AND 

RESUME EXPERIENCE!! 

Individuals and Student Organi¬ 
zations wanted to promote 
SPRING BREAK, call the 
nation’s leader, Imer-Campus 
Programs 1 -800-327 - 6013. 

Distributors needed for 
an exciting new line of 
security products. 
Great Potential for 
Income and Advance¬ 
ment. Part-time or full¬ 
time. For free informa¬ 
tion, call 1-800-528- 
8412. 


If You're 
Late... 

Be Early. 

Get a Pregnancy Test. 




Hope 

Medical, 

Group 

tl7 for - 
Women 


£ 


(318)221-5500 

210 Kings Highway, Shreveport, LA 
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Now, Qualify For 
A Student Loan, 
Regardieee Of 
Family income. 
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New, Expanded Student Loans From 
Commercial National Bank, Shreveport 

Commercial National Bank is one of the largest student lenders in the area. In the last 
four years, CNB has helped over 80,000 students finance their educations. And, CNB has 
expanded the student loan program so that even if you were turned down previously 
because of family income, you may now qualify. 
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The new unsubsidized Stafford Loan is now available from CNB for students who meet 
the school’s eligibility requirements. So contact your college's financial aid office for 
more information or call CNB. 
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CNB Advantages 

Expanded loan programs for everyone. 

All students can qualify - regardless of family income. 
In-bank processing makes sure funds are available 
when needed. 

Low interest loans with variable rates. 

Toll-free phone -1-800-274-1907 - ext. 1784 
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Member FD1C 


CNB 

Commercial National Bank 

Shreveport, LA 71152 

318429-1784 









































































